
 

  

 

 

 
 

 

 

„Conservation and Revitalization of the Benedek Manor House in  the 

City of Gheorgheni” 

– Recovery in Progress –

The hand-over protocol of the Benedek 

Manor House, B. cat. monument in the city 

of Gheorgheni, took place on the 16th of 

September. Since then, the contractor, 

Hurom Buda Ltd. has started to work on 

rehabilitation and restoration.   

According to the expert’s report, the 

structure of the building, and all its 

components – foundation, walls, joist and 

roofing – notwithstanding that almost two 

centuries old –, have braved the elements 

quite well.  

The conservation and revitalization project 

recommends recovery and interventions in 

order to bring proper solutions to the 

existing problems and assure functioning 

conditions.  The works do not affect the 

structure of the building in a negative way, 

since interventions, changes and repairs 

will be executed only if there is an 

absolute necessity.  

The volumetry of the building is simple 

and unitary, but it has a double language – 

on the one hand an „urban” one, with the 

main, Eastern facade and on the other hand 

a „rural” one, towards the courtyard. 

Along the Southern facade there is a porch 

that connects indoor spaces with the yard. 

To the East and West, spacious rooms host 



 

  

 

the activities of the Popular Creation 

House.  

The constructed surface area of the 

monument is of 175,12 square meters. At 

present, recovery is in full progress. In the 

recent weeks, the works have focused on 

five aspects. 

The original structure of the porch had 

been replaced with an improvised copy; 

moreover, the wooden elements are in 

direct contact with the soil, because of the 

flower-beds.  In order to bring a solution to 

the issue, several wooden components 

have been removed. Later the whole 

structure is to be rebuilt, using 

impregnated wood.  

The plaster of the Eastern facade, laid 

originally on lath, has been consolidated 

by mechanical and chemical methods. The 

plasterwork and the ornaments will be 

restored in situ, i. e. without being 

removed.   

On the Eastern facade, there is a door 

towards the main street (since the building 

had once been used for commercial 

purposes); however, taking into account 

the phases of construction, it is obvious 

that the door is an ulterior intervention, 

most probably from the beginning of the 

20th century.  So that, it must be removed. 

The old, damaged loamy insulator of the 

loft – at about 18 tones –  has been cleared 

away. Hereafter, the biologically attacked 

wooden pieces need to be replaced by 

healthy elements. In the inside of the 

monument, the contractor kept in focus the 

removal of all components which were not 

part of the building initially. The timbers 

of the Western joist, that had been closed 

throughout the decades, have been 



 

  

 

unfolded, just like the improvised bridging. 

In the Western part, a partition wall, built 

later and a smokestack have been cleared 

away, as well. 

In the basement, the bricks of the groined 

vault had been strongly affected by the 

permanent moisture. What is more, the 

blowholes had been closed when the 

ground was raised.  

At the moment, down in the basement 

works have started – the vault is being 

repaired, the damaged bricks are being 

replaced. The contractor must pay special 

attention to the original size and material 

of the groins, as well to the bond between 

the new and old elements of the wall. 

Water accumulations are evacuated by a 

pump. 

According to the plans, the conservation 

and rehabilitaion of the roof will start this 

year too. Here, the removal of the damaged 

slats and the improvised consolidations 

executed in the ’90s must to be done. Then 

the whole structure needs proper 

consolidation, of healthy wood and then 

the slat lid has to be totally reconstructed – 

keeping the original form and the 

dimensions of the roof.   
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